


Utilities  |  $30,000 per week

Keeping the lights on … literally! The necessities 

of utilities (water, electricity and gas) cost the 

institution $30,000 each week.

Light Bulbs  |  $100,000

Light bulbs, more than $50,000 each year—in 

sizes and varieties from the simple to the highly 

sophisticated like the metal halide lamp used in 

the African gallery cases that cost $250 per bulb. 

Bloch Building Lens Lights  |  $23,000 per year

Luminous! What other word will do? The Bloch 

Building is a triumph for the Museum and our 

community. Keeping the lights on is essential.

Support of the Collection  |  Adopt a Treasure Program Adopt a Treasure  |  Conservator Level  |  $12,500

American  |  $20,000 
(Two rotations per year, beginning  
Spring 2009) 

The new American galleries will feature a special 
gallery for works of art on paper. For the first 
time, American drawings, pastels, watercolors 
and prints will have a continuous and permanent 
presence in the Museum’s galleries.

European 16–18th C  |  $20,000 
(Two rotations per year)

European 19th–20th C  |  $20,000 
(Two rotations per year)

The collection of works of art on paper is 
of considerable depth and range, with 297 
European drawings and 1,245 European prints 
from the 15th through the 20th centuries. 
Thanks to these rotating installations, European 
drawings, pastels, watercolors and prints have a 
constant presence for all to enjoy.

Left to right: Paul Cézanne, Mont Sainte-Victoire, ca. 1902–1906, 38-6  |  Jean-Joseph Lepaute, Clock, 1813, F66-44  |  Frederic Edwin Church, Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, 
1870, F77-40/1  |  Female Mask, Late 19th century, 92-18

Galleries  |  Prints and Drawing Rotations

Free every day for everyone— 

More than 450,00 visitors in 2007

Support from the community and 

our members is crucial to ensure that 

the Museum remains open to all and 

admission remains free.

Adopt a Day  |  $100,000

Free. Every day to everyone—reflects the 

institution’s commitment to public service and 

accessibility. Keeping the lights on and the art 

available to our community comes at a cost of 

$100,000 each day.

The Museum’s collection is the basis of 
everything we do. You can provide valuable 
support to this remarkable institution by 
sponsoring your very own treasure. This is your 
opportunity to lay claim to your favorite piece of 
art and to help secure funding for our growing 
operating budget by supporting the Adopt a 
Treasure program. 
 
We look forward to acknowledging your 
generous gift in the credit line adjacent to  
your work of art in the gallery and in the 
Museum’s Annual Report of Gifts. 
 

Paintings, sculpture and objects available for 
adoption for a one-year period are indicated on 
the following pages and may also be viewed at 
nelson-atkins.org.  

Yearly Adoption Levels
Conservator Level  |  $12,500  |  7 available

Curator Level  |  $15,000  |  10 available

Collector Level  |  $25,000  |  8 available

Connoisseur Level  |  $50,000  |  4 available

Unrestricted dollars support the Museum in every way, from hosting tours for school 

children and protecting more than 33,500 works of art to keeping the doors open year 

round for all to enjoy. 75 for the 75th is a portfolio of seventy-five compelling giving 

opportunities. Now more than ever, the Nelson-Atkins looks to its friends and donors 

to demonstrate their ongoing devotion to the future of the Museum. 

The Art of Giving



The primary role of Conservation is  

to preserve the collection of the  

Museum, more than 33,500 objects,  

for future generations.  

Art Moving  |  $11,000

Works of art in transport must be carefully 
wrapped to ensure that they are not damaged 
by vibration or exposure. Works shipped over a 
distance are crated for safety, often in specially 
constructed boxes designed for each specific work 
of art.  

Art Storage  |  $100,000

We display only a fraction of the collection at 
any time. When not on display, collection objects 
must be housed in storage areas with carefully 
monitored temperature, humidity and light 
levels. Storage equipment used by the Museum 
includes rolling racks for hanging paintings and 
other framed works of art, cabinets for three-
dimensional objects and works on paper, and 
cabinet inserts such as foam and Solander boxes.

Conservation Supplies  |  $20,000

Conservators use a range of supplies from the 
straightforward, such as distilled water and feather 
dusters, to the complex including chemical 
compounds and specialized synthetic resins.

Outdoor Sculpture Care and  

Maintenance  |  $75,000

Maintenance of the Kansas City Sculpture Park 
is an institutional priority. A technician monitors 
the sculptures on a daily basis, washes and 
waxes the sculpture and attends to repairs and 
protective coatings. 

X-Ray Unit  |  $145,000

The Objects Conservation Lab uses 
X-radiography as one of its primary investigative 
tools in the examination of works of art, 
often revealing critical issues such as poor 
condition, hidden restorations, artist changes or 
fabrication techniques which can corroborate 
authentication. The lab is in need of an 
industrial x-ray unit and a lead-lined x-ray 
exposure room. With equipment of this strength 
we can examine works of art comprised of 
stone and wood, such as the Museum’s recent 
acquisition of the Sarcophagus of Meretites.

Photography/Imaging Supplies  |  $10,000

Photographing the collection and placing 
images on the Nelson-Atkins website and 
in publications are important ways in which 
we share information with the community, 
professional colleagues and the world.

Preparation Supplies  |  $12,000

Nuts, bolts, picture wire, hammers, screwdrivers, 
blankets and ethafoam are just a few of the 
materials used for the wrapping, transporting 
and installing art.

Research Consultants  |  $25,000

Consultants help to fill the gaps in the expertise 
of our conservation staff. Conservation scientists 
enable the Museum to gain valuable information 
about the age, composition and condition of the 
objects in our collection. Areas in which we use 
outside consultants are textiles (from samplers to 
tapestries) and upholstered furniture.

Art Truck  |  $60,000

To move works of art safely to and from 
Museum buildings and off-site storage areas, the 
Museum requires a climate-controlled, air-ride 
suspension box truck. The Museum currently 
rents both a truck and driver for the purpose of 
moving art off site.

Adopt a Treasure  |  Conservator Level  |  $12,500

Care of the Collection  |  Preservation for Future Generations

Left to right: Rembrandt Harmensz. van Rijn, Portrait of a Young Man, 1666, 31-75  |  Female Mask, Late 19th century, 92-18  |  Roxanne Swentzell, Kosha Appreciating Anything,  
1997, 2003.22  |  Owl Jug, 1690–1710, 2004.4.A,B

Left to right: George Caleb Bingham, Canvassing for a Vote, 1852, 54-9  |  Adam Weisweiler, Chest of Drawers with Doors, ca. 1780, F70-43 A,B  |  Tomb Model of a House, 
Eastern Han Dynasty (25–220 C.E.), 33-521

Adopt a Treasure  |  Curator Level  |  $15,000



The Museum’s education programs 

are a bridge—a welcoming walkway 

to connect our visitors to the 

Museum’s world-class collection. 

And there’s a bridge tailor-made for 

every visitor—first timers longtime 

members, teachers, children and 

partners. For 75 years our hallmark 

has been educational programs which 

are stimulating, entertaining and 

endlessly inventive.

Adopt a School  |  $10,000

Nearly 600 school visits from 171 school 

districts during the 2007–2008 school year—

many children take a first step in a lifelong 

enjoyment of art—at the Nelson-Atkins.

Adult Programs  |  $25,000

Adult Programs offer new ways to enjoy and 
learn about the Museum’s collection. From 
art history seminars to studio classes, from 

lectures by international scholars to musical 
performances, the Nelson-Atkins presents an 
ever-changing selection of innovative programs 
for the lifelong learner.

Chinese New Year Celebration  |  $10,000

Chinese New Year, an evening of color and 
pageantry, showcases the beauty and mystery of 
a time-honored tradition at the Nelson-Atkins. 
In 2008, more than 1,700 children and their 
families enjoyed demonstrations of art and 
music, special food and performances.

Community Programs  |  $200,000 

($30,000 per Community Partner)

The Museum’s Community Programs cast a 
broad net, drawing in welcoming audiences 
who traditionally have not visited the Nelson-
Atkins. Area agencies such as Swope Corridor 
Renaissance, the Kansas City Public Library, 
reStart and St. Monica School join with the 
Museum to initiate underserved youth and 
their families into the rewarding world of art 
education.

Docent Program  |  $50,000

Docents, a corps of highly trained volunteers 
more than 114 strong, provide interactive tours 
to children and adults—primarily focusing on 
schoolchildren, throughout the year. During the 
2007–2008 school year docents provided tours 
to more than 40,000 children and contributed 
nearly 10,000 hours of service to the Museum.

Family Days  |  $30,000 (Three per year)

Family programs have always been a strong 
component of the Museum’s outreach. They 
are an essential audience development tool to 
cultivate the “next generation” of arts patrons. It 
is our hope that the events and activities offered 
through Family Programs have firmly established 
the Museum as a destination point for families.

Library Technical Services  |  $55,000

The Spencer Art Reference Library’s more 
than 147,000 volumes are available to the 
community—the reference collection, current 
scholarly journals, online catalog, bibliographic 

and auction price indexes are all accessible for 
public use on site in the reading room. Library 
staff is available to provide reference assistance. 

Museum Guides  |  $10,000

Museum guides are trained volunteers who 
provide introductory tours to the Museum and 
its collection. Guides provide their services 
primarily at events and on the weekends for 
adults.

Scholarships  |  $10,000

The Museum takes very seriously our 
obligation to provide access to studio classes 
for students at all socioeconomic levels. We 
believe that everyone should have access and 
diversity is essential. The institution has made 
a commitment to provide scholarships for a 
minimum of 10 percent of the children enrolled 
in studio art classes. Scholarships are awarded 
based on financial need for students ages 3 to 16. 

Adopt a Treasure  |  Curator Level  |  $15,000

Education Programs  |  A Bridge to Art

Left to right: Robert Rauschenberg, Tracer, 1963, F84-70  |  Wooden Statue of Metjetji, 2371–2350 B.C.E., 51-1  |  Petrus Christus, Virgin and Child in a Domestic Interior, 
ca.1460–1467, 56-51

Left to right: Duane Hanson, Museum Guard, 1975, F76-40  |  A Celestial Nymph, Candella Dynasty (900–1100 C.E.), 81-27/26  |  Elisabeth-Louise Vigée Le Brun, Portrait of 
Marie Gabrielle de Gramont, Duchesse de Caderousse, 1784, 86-20  |  Shield, ca. 1850, 2004.35



Studio Workshop Materials  |  $25,000

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art’s studio 
workshop program encourages involvement 
and interaction by inviting students to look at, 
analyze, experience and create art. Each program 
combines a learning activity in the galleries with 
a related studio process in the Ford Learning 
Center. 9,400 children from more than 100 
Kansas and Missouri Schools participated in 
workshops during the 2007–2008 school year.

School Tours Program  |  $175,000

Egypt of the pharaohs, Monet’s Paris, The 
Kansas City Sculpture Park and more—the 
Nelson-Atkins makes a memorable and highly 
instructive school trip. The Nelson-Atkins 
exposes students to works by masters from many 
cultures, spanning 5,000 years, during free, 
one-hour and 15 minute docent-led tours to 
school groups, grades 3–12. Gallery docents use 
a variety of interactive, inquiry-based approaches 
in their teaching to spark curiosity, develop 

looking techniques and expand critical thinking 
skills. School tours examine artists, subjects, 
styles and techniques, and target specific grade 
levels.

Teacher Training  |  $50,000

Because of the depth and richness of the Nelson-
Atkins collection and its featured exhibition 
program, Museum staff design new studio classes 
and workshops each year to take advantage of 
the works of art on display. During the 75th 
anniversary year, we will offer new workshops 
featuring the American and American Indian 
collections. The Museum’s 28 studio teachers 
receive training each year to update their 
knowledge about the works in the galleries and 
the new studio offerings. 

Opening of the American Galleries

The rich stories of the American collection 
will be told in a dynamic new presentation as 
the Museum opens new American art galleries 
in spring 2009. The expanded spaces on the 
second floor of the Nelson-Atkins Building 
bring together paintings, sculpture, and works 
on paper and decorative arts organized around 
six key dates in American history. This $7 
million project expands the total square footage 
dedicated for American Art to more than 9,700 
square feet.

American Art Galleries Opening:  
Business Council/Society of Fellow 
Reception  |  $25,000

American Art Galleries Opening:  
Friends of Art Reception  |  $25,000

All American Summer/ 
Shuttlecock Cinema  |  $10,000

Milestone MomentS  |  Celebrate New Galleries 

Adopt a Treasure  |  Collector Level  |  $25,000

Education Programs  |  A Bridge to Art

Left to right: Claude Monet, Water Lilies, ca. 1916–1926, 57-26  |  Procession of the Empress as Donor with Her Court, ca. 522 C.E., 40-38 Left to right: Beaded Throne, 19th century, 92-13  |  Lion, 325 B.C.E., 33-94  |  Shiva Nataraja, The Dancing Lord, 13th century, 34-7

Opening of the American Indian 
Galleries

Construction is underway for a greatly expanded 
and unique installation of American Indian art 
which will establish the Nelson-Atkins among 
the preeminent art museums in this important 
field. Three large galleries on the second floor 
of the Nelson-Atkins Building, totaling 6,100 
square feet, will be dedicated to the display of 
the Museum’s rapidly expanding American 
Indian collection. This project underscores a new  
vision of American Indian art as central  
to the Nelson-Atkins.

American Indian Galleries Opening: 
Business Council & Society of Fellows 
$25,000

American Indian Art Galleries Opening: 
Friends of Art Reception  |  $25,000



Adopt a Treasure  |  Collector Level  |  $25,000

75th Anniversary Commemorative  
Program Book  |  $75,000

75 years of history—a book to mark the 
occasion. The Anniversary Commemorative 
Program Book, distributed at the 75th Gala 
(February 2010) will include a brief history of 
the Museum and a full listing of the works of 
art acquired throughout the 75th Anniversary 
Acquisitions Initiative. It promises to be a 
keepsake and a treasured souvenir for  
years to come.

75th Anniversary Acquisition Initiative  
New Acquisition Exhibition  
(Winter 2010)  |  $75,000

Transformational gifts of art to enhance the 
Museum’s collection are being sought from 
Kansas Citians and beyond to commemorate 
the occasion of the Museum’s 75th anniversary. 
An exhibition to present those gifts of art to our 
community will be held in the winter of 2010. 

Explore Art, Member Magazine, the 

Museum map—these are just three 

ways in which we help our visitors and 

our members explore the fascinating 

world of the Nelson-Atkins. The printed 

materials and events listed below are 

merely a portal of beginnings— 

a gateway to new possibilities 

for connection to the Museum’s 

remarkable art collection. 

Explore Art  |  $50,000

Member Magazine, (Fall)  |  $20,000

Member Magazine, (Spring)  |  $20,000

Museum Map  |  $20,000

Museum Brochure  |  $13,000

Join Brochure  |  $10,000

Dedicated to Art  
(Annual Report)  |  $25,000

Member Weekend  |  $10,000

Business Council  
Annual Dinner  |  $15,000

Society of Fellows Roster  |  $10,000

Spreading the Word  |  Connecting with Our CommunityMilestone MomentS  |  Celebrate the 75th! 

Left to right: Human Head Effigy Jar, 1350–1550, 2003.11  |  John Singer Sargent, Mrs. Cecil Wade, 1886, F86  |  Vinzenz Mayer’s Söhne Manufactory, Candelabrum, ca. 1900, 2005.16.1 Left to right: Willem de Kooning, Woman IV, 1952–1953, 56-128  |  Seated Guanyin Bodhisattva, Liao Dynasty (907–1125), 34-10  |  Michelangelo Merisi, called Caravaggio, 
Saint John the Baptist in the Wilderness, 1604–1605, 52-25  |  Armor for Man and Horse, ca. 1565, 42-41

Adopt a Treasure  |  Connoisseur Level  |  $50,000

75th Anniversary: Celebrating the  

Past—Investing in Our Future 

One of Kansas City’s most identifiable 

and beloved institutions marks its 

75th anniversary in 2008 with a year 

of celebration. Our history is unique 

and our accomplishments reflect the 

fortuitous conjunction of personalities, 

talents, ideals and opportunities that 

formed the institution we honor during 

this 75th year. 




