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Since its invention, the railroad has been a sign of technological progress, modernity, and, in the United States, a 
vehicle to the West and new adventures. The railroad has been depicted in art and photography many different 
ways over the years. In this book display we have chosen 27 titles about different topics that relate to the railroad. 
The topics include the railroad in art, the history of the railroad, railroad station architecture and design, and a few 
titles about travel and tourism advertising. 
 
To explore these subjects more fully, this resource list includes further suggestions for reading and viewing. Some 
of the listed materials are in the collections of the Spencer Art Reference Library, and others are in the collection 
of the Educator Resource Center, as indicated. For other titles, please check your local public library. If you have 
questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library, 816.751.1216. Library hours 
and services are listed on the Museum’s website at nelson-atkins.org. 

 
 

The Railroad in Art 
1.  Kennedy, Ian and Julian Treuherz. The Railway: Art in the Age of Steam. Kansas City, MO:  

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 2008.  
Spencer Art Reference Library.  
Call No: Reading Room N 582 .K31 2008 no. 1 

 
2.  McLuhan, T.C. Dream Tracks: The Railroad and the American Indian, 1890-1930.  

New York: Abrams, 1985. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: E 78 .S7 M34 1985 

 
3.  Lyden, Anne M. Railroad Vision: Photography, Travel and Perception.  

Los Angeles: The J. Paul Getty Museum, 2003. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TR 715 .L93 2003 
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4.  Link, O. Winston and Thomas H. Garver. The Last Steam Railroad in America.  
New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1995. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TR 647 .L5 L37 1995 LINK 

 
5.  Rau, William Herman. Traveling the Pennsylvania Railroad: The Photographs of William H. Rau.  

Philadelphia: University of Philadelphia Press in cooperation with the Library Company of Philadelphia, 
2002. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TR 715 .R38 2002 

 
6.  Steinheimer, Richard. A Passion for Trains: the Railroad Photography of Richard Steinheimer. New York: 

W.W. Norton, 2004. 
Call No: TR 715 .S78 2004 STEINHEIMER  

 
7.  DeGloyer, Everett L. The Track Going Back: A Century of Transcontinental Railroading, 1869-1969. Fort 

Worth: Amon Carter Museum, 1969. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TR 706 .D43 1969 

 

8.  Fairman, Elizabeth. Roads to Rails: Revolution in British Transport. New Haven, CT: Yale Center for 
British Art, 1992. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 6766 .F35 1992 

 
9.  Schröder, Klaus Albrecht. Die Eisenbahn in der Kunst. Wien: Kunstforum Länderbank, 1987. 

Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 8237.8 .R3 S37 1987 

 
 
Railroad History 
10.  Riskin, Marci L. The Train Stops Here: New Mexico’s Railway Legacy. Albuquerque: University of New 

Mexico Press, 2005. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NA 6312 .N6 R57 2005 

 
11.  Keating, Ann Durkin. Chicagoland: City and Suburbs in the Railroad Age. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 2005. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: F 548.68 .A1 K43 2005 

 
12.  Ambrose, Stephen E. Nothing Like It In The World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad. 

New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TF 23 .A48 2000 
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13.  Schivelbusch, Wolfgang. The Railway Journey: Trains and Travel in the 19th Century.  
New York: Urizen Books, 1979. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 8237.8 .R3 S34 1979 

 
14.  Ackworth, W.M. The Railways of England. London: Ian Allan, 1962. 

Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TF 57 .A29 R35 1962 

 
15.  Davidson, Frank P. and Kathleen Lusk Brooke, “The Transcontinental Railroad: United States,” Building 

the World: An Encyclopedia of the Great Engineering Projects in History. Westport, CT: Greenwood 
Press, 2006, v. 1, pg. 205-238. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: Reading Room TA 15 .B792 2006 v. 1 

 
16.  Spivak, Jeffrey. Union Station, Kansas City. Kansas City, MO: Kansas City Star Books, 1999. 

Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TF 302 .K23 1999  

 
 
Railroad Architecture and Design 
17. Brown, Christopher. Still Standing: A Century of Urban Train Station Design. Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press, 2005. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NA 6310 .B76 2005 

 
18. Schlichting, Kurt C. Grand Central Terminal: Railroads, Engineering, and Architecture in New York City. 

Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001. 
Call No: TF 302 .N7 S35 2001 

 
19.  Thorne, Martha. Modern Trains and Splendid Stations: Architecture, Design, and Rail Travel for the 

Twenty-First Century. London: Merrill; Chicago, IL: The Art Institute of Chicago, 2001. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NA 6310 .M623 2001 

 
20.  Meeks, Carroll Louis Vanderslice. The Railroad Station: An Architectural History.  

New Haven: Yale University Press, 1956. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NA 6310 .M4 1956 

 
21.  Ferrarini, Alessia. Railway Stations: from the Gare de L’Est to Penn Station. Milan: Electa architecture; 

London: Distributed by Phaidon Press, 2005. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NA 6310 .F47 2005 

 
22.  Ballon, Hilary, Norman McGrath and Marilyn Jordan Taylor. New York’s Pennsylvania Stations.  

New York: W.W. Norton Company, 2002. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NA 6313 .N489 P46 2002 
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23.  Jenger, Jean. Orsay: de la Gare au Musée. Paris: Réunion des musées nationaux;  
Musée d’Orsay, 2006. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 2050 .O77 J46 2006 

 
 
Travel and Railroad Illustration 
24.  Burness, Tad. Classic Railroad Advertising: Riding the Rails Again. Iola, WI: Krause Publications, 2001. 

Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NC 1002 .R34 B87 2001 

 
25.  Zega, Michael E. and John E. Gruber. Travel by Train: The American Railroad Poster, 1870-1950. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NC 1849 .R34 Z43 2002 

 
26.  Blake, Quentin. In All Directions: Travel and Illustration. London: National Touring Exhibitions/ 

Hayward Gallery, 2005. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 8258 .I53 2005 

 
27.  Choko, Marc H. and David L. Jones. Posters of the Canadian Pacific. Richmond Hill, Ont.; Buffalo, NY: 

Firefly Books, 2004. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: NC 1849 .T68 C56 2004 

 
 
For Further Reading and Viewing 
The Art Institute of Chicago. Impressionism/Post-Impressionism Teachers Programs, Department of 

Museum Education. Chicago, IL: The Art Institute of Chicago, 1995. Includes information about and 
image of Normandy Train, Gare Saint-Lazare, by Monet. 
Educator Resource Center 
Call No: 553K Art995 

 
 Bareau, Juliet Wilson. Manet, Monet and the Gare Saint-Lazare. Washington: National Gallery of Art; New 

Haven: Yale University Press, 1998. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: ND 553 .M3 A67 1998 

 
Danly, Susan and Leo Marx. The Railroad in American Art: Representations of Technological Change. 

Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 1988. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 8237.8 .R3 R34 1988 

 
Howard, Kathleen L and Diana F. Pardue. Inventing the Southwest: The Fred Harvey Company and Native 

American Art. Flagstaff, AZ: Northland Pub., 1996 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: E 98 .A7 H77 1996 
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Hudson River Museum. Next Stop Westchester! People and the Railroad. Yonkers, NY: Hudson River 
Museum of Westchester, 1996 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: HE 2771 .N7 N69 1996 

 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art. Evenings for Educators (2001-2002) at the Los Angeles County 

Museum of Art: In the Blink of an Eye: Time and Motion in the Visual Arts [transparency]. Los Angeles, 
CA: Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 2002. 
Educator Resource Center 
Call No: 080TK Los002 

 
Micklethwait, Lucy. I Spy a Freight Train: Transportation in Art. New York, NY: Greenwillow Books, 1996. 

Educator Resource Center 
Call No: Juv 000B Mic996 

 
Minnesota Museum of Art and Burlington Northern, Inc.  

Iron Horse West: A Bicentennial Exhibition Organized and Presented by the Minnesota Museum of Art 
of Painting and Sculpture Selected from a Collection Acquired by Burlington Northern Over the Past 
Century. St. Paul: Minnesota Museum of Art, 1976. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 8214.5 .U6 I76 1976 

 
Morris, Judi. The Harvey Girls: The Women Who Civilized the West.  

New York, NY: Walker & Company, 1994. 
Educator Resource Center 
Call No: 213B Mor994 

 
Orsi, Richard J. Sunset Limited: the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American West, 

1850-1930. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: TF 25 .S68 077 2005 

 
 Walther, Susan Danly. The Railroad in the American Landscape, 1850-1950. Wellesley, Mass: Wellesley 

College, Jewett Art Center, 1981. 
Spencer Art Reference Library 
Call No: N 8237.8 .R3 R344 1981 

 
 
Online Resources 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum, Baltimore, MD. Home Page. 2005. 27 June 2008. 

www.borail.org/index.shtml 
 
California State Railroad Museum, Sacramento, CA. Home Page. 2001. 26 June 2008 

www.csrmf.org/default.asp 
 
Johns, Joshua Scott. All Aboard: The Role of the Railroads in Protecting, Promoting, and Selling Yellowstone 

and Yosemite National Parks. August 1, 1996. 10 June 2008 
xroads.virginia.edu/~MA96/RAILROAD/home.html  
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Los Angeles Public Library. Far and Wide: The Golden Age of Travel Posters. 19 June 2008 
http://www.lapl.org/virgal/travel/travel-1.html 

 
Museum of Transportation, St. Louis County. Home Page. 2006-2008. 27 June 2008. 

transportmuseumassociation.org/index.html 
 
Museum of the American Railroad, Dallas, TX. Travel Beyond the Limits of Your Imagination. 2008.  

27 June 2008.  
www.dallasrailwaymuseum.com/index.html 

 
PBS, The American Experience. Transcontinental Railroad. 1999-2003. 27 June 2008. 

www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/tcrr/index.html 
 
Union Pacific Railroad Company. Union Pacific History and Photos. 1994-2008. 12 June 2008 

www.uprr.com/aboutup/history/index.shtml 
 
University of Connecticut, University Libraries, Thomas J. Dodd Research Center. Railroad History Archive.  

15 June 2008  
railroads.uconn.edu/index.html 

 
University of Kansas Libraries. Kenneth Spencer Research Library. Steaming West: Railway Activity 

Westward through Kansas, 1860-1890. 10 June 2008.  
wt.diglib.ku.edu/index.htm 

 
University of Michigan, Special Collections Library. Transportation History Collection: Railroads. 29 June 

2007. 15 June 2008 
quod.lib.umich.edu/r/railroad/ 

 
 
The Railroad in Films 
Check your local public library for availability of the following films and to find more titles. 
 
Brief Encounter, Directed by David Lean, Performers: Celia Johnson, Trevor Howard,  

Universal Pictures, 1945. 
 
Closely Watched Trains, Directed by Jirí Menzel, Performer: Václav Neckár, Sigma III Corp, 1967. 
 
Cranford. Directed by Simon Curtis. Performers: Judi Dench, Francesca Annis, Eileen Atkins, Michael 

Gambon, Philip Glenister. BBC Warner, 2007. Based on the book by Elizabeth Gaskell, Cranford.  
New York: Penguin, 2008. Originally published 1851-1853. 

 
Great Scenic Rail Journeys: Celebrating 175 Years. Directed by Robert C. Van Camp. PBS, 2004. 
 
Murder on the Orient Express, Directed by Sidney Lumet, Performers: Albert Finney, Lauren Bacall,  

Sean Connery, Ingrid Bergman. Paramount Pictures, 1974. Based on the book by Agatha Christie, 
Murder on the Orient Express: a Hercule Poirot Mystery. New York: Berkeley Press, 2000.  
Originally published 1934.  
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The Polar Express, Directed by Robert Zemeckis, Peformers: Tom Hanks. Animated.  
Castle Rock Entertainment, 2004. 

 
Silver Streak, Directed by Arthur Hiller, Performers: Gene Wilder, Richard Pryor, Patrick McGoohan. 

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation, 1976. 
 
The Train, Directed by John Frankenheimer, Based on the book Le front de l’art by Rose Valland,  

Performers: Burt Lancaster, Paul Scofield, Jeanne Moreau, United Artists, 1965. 
 
Trains Unlimited. When Giants Roamed: The Golden Age of Steam. Directed by The History Channel.  

A&E Television Networks, New Video, 2005. 
 
Union Pacific, Directed by Cecil B. DeMille, Performers: Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, et al.  

Paramount Pictures, 1939. 
 
 
The Railroad in Literature 
Check your local public library for availability of these books and to find more titles. 
 
Allen, Stephanie. A Place Between Stations. Columbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 1993.  

This collection of stories contains two related to railroads: “Passage” and “A Place Between Stations.” 
 
Braun, Lilian Jackson. The Cat Who Blew the Whistle. New York: Putman, 1995. 
 
Cather, Willa. My Antonia. New York, Signet Classics, 2005. Originally published 1918. 
 
Dickens, Charles. Dombey & Son. New York: Knopf, 1994. Originally published 1848. 
 
Flanagan, Michael. Stations: An Imagined Journey. New York: Pantheon, 1994.  
 
Johnson, Rob. Short Lines: A Collection of Classic Railroad Stories. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1996. 

Includes stories by O. Henry, Thomas Wolfe, Jack London and Rudyard Kipling.  
 
Kingston, Maxine Hong. China Men. New York: Vintage, 1989. Originally published 1980. 
 
Mieville, China. Iron Council. New York: Del Ray, 2004. 
 
Williams, Jeanne. Home Station. New York: St. Martin’s, 1995. 
 
Wolfe, Thomas. Look Homeward, Angel: A Story of the Buried Life. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 

Originally published 1929. 
 
For more information on the railroad in fiction, see Grant Burns, The Railroad in American Fiction: an 

annotated bibliography. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2005. 
 
 
Compiled by: Roberta Wagener 

Library Assistant, Public Services 
July 2008




