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This bibliography explores the work of Niki de Saint Phalle, a creative an innovative twentieth-century 

French American artist, made to accompany the exhibition Niki de Saint Phalle: Rebellion and Joy. Niki de 

Saint Phalle used her art to rebel against the patriarchy and her own childhood trauma while creating her 

own visual mythology in celebration of strong women. Included in this guide are books about Niki de 

Saint Phalle’s career, as well as journal, newspaper and magazine articles, and online resources.  

 

If you have questions, please contact the reference staff at the Spencer Art Reference Library (telephone 

816-751-1216). Library hours and services are listed on the Museum’s website at https://nelson-

atkins.org/library/ 

 
Selected by:  
Roberta Wagener | Senior Specialist, Access Services  

 
 
Niki de Saint Phalle, Books 
Le Nouene Patrick.. Musée des Beaux-Arts. Niki 
de Saint Phalle: Des Assemblages aux Ouvres 
Monumentales. Angers: Musée des Beaux-Arts, 
2004 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2004 

 
 
 
Cecchetto, Stefano. Niki de Saint Phalle.  
Milano: Skira, 2009. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2009 
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Dawsey, Jill, et al. Niki de Saint Phalle in the 
1960s. Houston: The Menil Collection; La Jolla: 
Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego, 2021.  
Call No: SAINT PHALLE NB553 .S24 A4 
2021 
 
Groom, Simon and Niki de Saint Phalle. Niki  
de Saint Phalle. London, New York: Harry N. 
Abrams, 2008 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2008 
 
Huijts, Stijn. Niki de Saint Phalle: Outside-In. 
Heerlen, The Netherlands: Schunck, 2011. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2011a 
 
Hulten, Pontus. Niki de Saint Phalle: Kunst-und 
Austellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. 
Stuttgart: Verlag Gerd Hatje, 1992. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
1992 
 
Johnston, Jill; Marella Carracciolo. Niki de Saint 
Phalle and the Tarot Garden. Bern: Benteli, 2010. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE NB553 .S24 A4 
2010 
 
Katrib, Ruba. Niki de Saint Phalle: Structures for 
Life. New York: Museum of Modern Art, 2021. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2021 
 
Krempel, Ulrich and Regina Selter, eds. Ich bin 
eine Kämpfeerin: Frauenbilder der Niki de Saint 
Phalle= I’m a Fighter: Images of Women by Niki de 
Saint Phalle. Berlin: Hatje Cantz, 2016. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2016 
 
Manzzanti, Anna. Niki de Saint Phalle: The Tarot 
Garden. Milan: Charta, 1998. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE NB553 .S24 T37 
1998 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michel, Prince of Greece. Niki de Saint Phalle: 
Peintures, Tirs, Assemblages, Reliefs, 1949–2000 = 
Paintings, Tirs, Assemblages, Reliefs, 1949–2000= 
Malerei, Tirs, Assemblages, Reliefs, 1949-2000. 
Lausanne: Acatos, 2001. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2001 
 
Morineau, Camille, ed. Niki de Saint Phalle: 
1930–2002. La Fábrica ; Museo Guggenheim 
Bilbao, [Madrid], Bilbao, 2015 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2015 
 
Rudick, Nicole and Niki de Saint Phalle. What Is 
Now Known Was Once Only Imagined: An 
(Auto)biography of Niki de Saint Phalle. New York: 
Sigkio, 2022. 
Call No: On order 
 
Saint Phalle, Niki de and Guilio Pietromarchi. 
The Tarot Garden. Berne: Benteli, 2004. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE NB553 .S24 S25 
2004 
 
Saint Phalle, Niki de. Traces: An Autobiography 
Remembering 1930–1949. Lausanne: Acatos, 1999.  
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A2 
1999 
 
Saint Phalle, Niki de. Niki de Saint Phalle: Insider, 
Outsider World Inspired Art. La Jolla: Mingei 
International Museum, 1998. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
1998 
 
Saint Phalle, Niki de. Harry and Me, 1950–1960: 
The Family Years. Wabern: Benteli, 2006. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A2 
2006 
 
Saint Phalle, Niki de. Niki de Saint Phalle: A 
Retrospective Exhibition, 1960 –2002. New York: 
Nora Haime Gallery, 2011. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 A4 
2011 
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Sammlung Essl Privatstiftung. Niki de Saint 
Phalle: im Garten der Fantasie=In the Garden of 
Fantasy. Klosterneuburg: Edition Sammlung 
Essl, 2010. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE NB553 .S24 S3 2010 
 
Schulz-Hoffmann, Carla and Pierre Descargues. 
Niki de Saint Phalle: My Art, My Dreams. Munich, 
New York: Prestel, 2008. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 S35 
2008 
 
Weidemann, Christiane. Niki de Saint Phalle. 
Munich: Prestel, 2014. 
Call No: SAINT PHALLE N6853 .S255 W45 
2014 
 
Niki de Saint Phalle, Articles and Online 
Resources 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. “Niki de 
Saint Phalle: Rebellion and Joy,” April 27, 2024–
July 21, 2024. Accessed January 11, 2024. 
https://nelson-atkins.org/exhibitions/niki-de-
saint-phalle-rebellion-joy/ 
 
“Home Page,” Niki Charitable Art Foundation, 
accessed January 12, 2024. 
https://nikidesaintphalle.org/ 
 
“Niki de Saint Phalle, French and American, 
1930–2002.” Museum of Modern Art, Accessed 
February 21, 2024. 
https://www.moma.org/artists/1444 
 
Carrick, Jill. 2003. “Phallic Victories? Niki de 
Saint-Phalle’s Tirs.” Art History 26 (5): 700729. 
doi:10.1111/j.0141-6790.2003.02605004.x. 
 
Chase, Alisia Grace. “Niki de Saint Phalle: 
Structures for Life.” Afterimage 48, no. 4 
(December 2021): 61–66. Accessed January 31, 
2024. doi:10.1525/aft.2021.48.4.61. 
 
Dossin, Catherine. 2010. “Niki de Saint-Phalle 
and the Masquerade of Hyperfemininity.” 
Woman’s Art Journal 31 (2): 29–38, IV. Accessed 
January 11, 2024. 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct
=true&db=asu&AN=505360964&site=ehost-
live. 
 

Farago, Jason. “Niki de Saint Phalle: Nothing 
More Shocking Than Joy,” The New York Times, 
April 8, 2021. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/08/arts/d
esign/Niki-de-Saint-Phalle-MoMA-PS1-Salon-
94.html 
 
Fateman, Johanna. “Self Made.” Artforum 
International, May 2021, 126–35. 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct
=true&db=asu&AN=150017046&site=ehost-
live.  
Greenberger, Alex. “How Niki de Saint Phalle’s 
Forward-Thinking Feminism Changed the Art 
World,” Art News, April 16, 2020. Accessed 
January 31, 2024. 
https://www.artnews.com/feature/niki-de-
saint-phalle-who-was-she-1202684173/ 
 
Lawson-Tancred, Jo. 2021. “‘There Are 
Gestures, Both Clear-Cut and Cryptic, to Niki 
de Saint Phalle’s Life.’” Apollo: The International 
Art Magazine 193 (693): 29–30. Accessed 
January 11, 2024. 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct
=true&db=asu&AN=147513624&site=ehost-
live. 
 
Levy, Ariel, “Beautiful Monsters,” The New 
Yorker, 92, no. 10 (April 18, 2016), 50. Accessed 
February 27, 2024. 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/
04/18/niki-de-saint-phalles-tarot-garden 
 
Schjeldahl, Peter. “The Pioneering Feminism of 
Niki de Saint Phalle,” The New Yorker, March 29, 
2021. Accessed January 12, 2024. 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/
04/05/the-pioneering-feminism-of-niki-de-
saint-phalle 
 
Sluiter, Johanna. “Niki de Saint Phalle’s Vibrant, 
Multidimensional Universe,” Hyperallergic, April 
11, 2021. Accessed January 17, 2024. 
https://hyperallergic.com/636713/niki-de-
saint-phalle-structures-for-life-moma-ps1/ 
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Steinhauer, Jillian. “Another World: The 
Fantasias of Niki de Saint Phalle,” The Nation, 
April 5, 2022. Accessed January 24, 2024. 
https://www.thenation.com/article/culture/nik
i-de-saint-phalle/ 
 
 
General Works 
Kavass, Victoria. Artists in Love: From Picasso & 
Gilot to Christo & Jeannne-Claude, A Century of 
Creative and Romantic Partnerships. New York: 
Welcome Books, 2012. 
Call No: N6490.6 .K38 2012 

 
Slominski, Lisa. Nonconformers: A New History of 
Self-Taught Artists. New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2022. 
Call No: N7432.5 .A78 S56 2022  
 
Sprengel Museum Hannover. Niki & Jean: 
L’Art et L’Amour. München, New York: Prestel, 
2005. 
Call No: N6490 .N55 2005 
 
Stief, Angela, et al. Power Up: Female Pop Art. 
Wien: Kunsthalle; Cologne: DuMont 
Buchverlag, 2010. 
Call No: N6494 .P6 P69 2010 
 
Tinguely, Jean, et al. Jean Tinguely & cie: 
collaborations artistiques: Eva Aeppli, Niki de Saint 
Phalle, Milena Palakarkina. Mantes-la-Jolie, 

France : Musée de l'Ho ̂tel-Dieu, 2002. 
Call No: N6490.6 .J43 2002 
 
 
Image Credits 
Artist Niki de Saint Phalle with her inflatable Nanas sur 
la plage sculptures. Featured in Vogue, April 15, 1968. 

Photograph by Bert Stern © 2023 Condé Nast. 

 
Explore More…  
Search the library’s collections at 
libraryonesearch.nelson-atkins.org  
Ask Us… 
Spencer Art Reference Library Staff can help  
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